Your weekly news and community updates from the Town of Webster
To receive this newsletter via email, please visit:
ci.webster.ny.us/585/Town-Newsletter
May 17, 2021

This Summer!

Waterfront Art Festival is back!
Mark your calendar for July 24th and 25th !
More details coming soon:
waterfrontartfestival.com
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Bella’s Bumbas
What began as a labor of love in 2017 has grown into a global effort to
bring mobility to children with disabilities. When Webster residents
Marty Parzynski and Rebecca Orr began this journey, it was a singular
mission to bring mobility to their niece Bella, who was born with Spina
Bifida. Seeing her limited mobility inspired them to create the first
Bella’s Bumba, a custom-built wheelchair that was perfectly suited for
her young age.
For children under four, the options for mobility are limited, due to insurance, cost and growth rate.
Watching Bella flourish with her new Bumba chair inspired Marty and Rebecca to start building chairs
for other children in need, through the creation of the Bella’s Bumbas non-profit organization.
Now four years later, their “Mission
of Mobility” spans from their home
workshop in Webster to 45
countries around the world! A team
of over 15 volunteers, both locally
and internationally, work behind the
scenes to coordinate requests and
deliver the chairs.
Through their efforts, approximately
2,000 children now have the gift of
freedom with their new Bella’s
Bumbas chair.

Marty and Rebecca are amazed at what Bella's Bumbas has become.
Rebecca noted that it is “so much more than just a Mission of Mobility.
It has become a network of friends pulling together and an amazing
support for each other and sharing joy around the world.”
Their work is also inspiring others around the world. They received a
request from a man in Germany who wanted to build a chair for his
granddaughter. Marty and Rebecca shared their ideas and basic design,
and the grandfather was able to adapt the plans to what he had available
overseas. He has now started his own non-profit in Germany called
Lina's Rollis: facebook.com/LinasRollis.
1st time Uncle Marty put Bella in her
Bella’s Bumba at 12 months old.
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Bella’s Bumbas
Bella’s Bumbas provides chairs for free and only asks
that families cover the shipping costs. Children can
qualify for a chair with a medical diagnosis that limits
their ability to walk.
For parents searching for mobility options, Bella’s
organization offers a solution that is customized for
every child. They have received requests that are
made even before a child is born.

As for the girl at the center of this mission, Bella’s
family says she is doing amazing now. Bella
walks with a walker and uses a regular wheelchair
part-time.
Rebecca noted that “having her Bumba so early
on in life gave her a taste of freedom of mobility.
That taste caused her to be determined to
successfully walk. The upper body strength she
developed by using the Bumba helped to make it
easier for her to stabilize herself and use a walker
effectively. If she hasn’t had the Bumba so early
on I don’t think she would’ve developed as fast.”
To learn more about Bella’s Bumbas, tune into the Town Board meeting this Thursday at 7:30 pm where
the Town will honor the great work this organization is doing in our community!
For residents who would like to help out, there are many ways
to participate in the Mission for Mobility. The best place to
start is by contacting the organization using the contact
listings below if you would like to volunteer your time or
contribute parts, packing supplies or a monetary donation.

Website: bellasbumbas.com
Facebook: facebook.com/bellasbumbas
Email: bellasbumbas@gmail.com
GoFundMe: gofundme.com/f/bella039s-bumbas
All photos courtesy of Bella’s Bumbas
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Bella and Kenzie Fedele at the opening of
Challenger Miracle Field.

EMS Week

Area Emergency Medical Service personnel are being recognized during the 46th Annual EMS Week
which runs May 16-22. This year’s theme is “Caring for Our Communities”. Mark Philippy, Chairman of
the Monroe-Livingston EMS Council (MLREMS) said, "We come together this week to recognize the
efforts and sacrifices of our EMS practitioners and their families throughout this difficult time and thank
our Community for your continued support.
In addition to answering more than 120,000 calls
for service in Monroe County last year, area EMS
Agencies provide training in CPR, AED, first aid,
bleeding control and adult and pediatric emergency
care. When on scene, EMTs and Paramedics deal
with the patient's physical and emotional needs.
COVID required EMS staff to take extra precautions
to protect the patient, hospital staff and themselves
from transmitting the disease.

Through this pandemic
EMS agencies and staff
persevered and we thank
them for all they do for our
Webster Community!
4

In celebration of the
National Safe Boating
Council's Safe Boating
Week, which runs from
May 22 to May 28,
Sodus Bay Captains
Maritime Association is
hosting:

Boating Safety Equipment Demonstration & Practice:
SATURDAY, MAY 22, 10:00 AM – 12:00 NOON
SOUTHPOINT MARINA CLUB HOUSE,
1384 Empire Blvd, Rochester, NY 14609
Sodus Bay Maritime Captains Association is presenting this event to area boaters as a
reminder of required emergency equipment to have aboard, and to provide an opportunity
to experience the use of that equipment. Safe Boating Week also emphasizes the "Wear-It"
campaign which encourages the wearing of life jackets at all times when underway.
The safety equipment demonstration and practice exercise will be presented by the CEO of
the Northeast Quadrant Advanced Life Support and the Webster Emergency Medical
Service Syed Ahmed Mustafa, a long-time member of Fire and Ambulance services.
Representatives of the SBMCA and the US Coast Guard or Coast Guard Auxiliary will also
participate in the event.
Items available for practice will include flares, fire extinguishers, distress signals, and
other required and recommended items. The initial welcome and introduction will take
place in the Southpoint Marina Clubhouse located in the bottom floor of the new
Murphy’s Law Restaurant.
The event is open to the public and free of charge! A great time to make sure that you
have all the required emergency equipment on your boat and know how to use it! Please
dress according to the weather, as a large part of this event will be held outside at the
water’s edge.
For questions please email, the SBMCA President, Holger Stave at holger@abs47.org
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Parks & Recreation:
Register for programs by visiting our website at: ci.webster.ny.us/104/Parks-Recreation
or calling our office at:
585-872-7103
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Tuesday, May 18th – Planning Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 20th – Town Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Town Board Meeting Agenda Highlights:
May 20, 2021 at 7:30 p.m.
Proclamation: Webster Cares Recognition for Bella's Bumbas
There is no Zoning Board Meeting on May 25th.
The next meeting will be held on June 8th and project documents
will be posted online on Monday, May 31st.

See below for how to participate in all Town Board Meetings:
To View Board Meeting Agendas, Results, and Minutes:
ci.webster.ny.us/323/View-Board-Agendas-Minutes
To view Planning, Zoning & Town Board project documents and send comments:
ci.webster.ny.us/550/Property-Under-Review
To submit comments or questions for any Board Meeting:
Board Meeting Online Comment Form LINK
The live meetings can be viewed on Spectrum Channel 1303, or on the Town’s website:
ci.webster.ny.us/civicmedia
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Whether you are seeking friendship, exercise, educational programs, or recreational and leisure activities
the Webster Senior Center is one place that is committed to providing these opportunities for residents of
the Town of Webster.
Location: 1350 Chiyoda Drive
Register for all programs online at: webtrac.ci.webster.ny.us or call 872-7103 x 7105
Senior Center website: ci.webster.ny.us/449/Senior-Center
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Libby Tips and Tricks
Thursday, May 27 at 7 pm (via Zoom)
Need help in understanding how to download eBooks and audiobooks using the
Libby app? Do you have questions or just want to learn some tricks that you
might not already know about? Join Jenny Paxson, Reader's Advisory Librarian
for a Zoom presentation on different features that Libby has to offer. There will
be time for your specific questions.
Register to receive login information at: websterlibrary.libcal.com/event/7570246

Webster Art Club Spring Art
Show Continues
Plan to stop in the library through May 26 to view the
variety of artwork created by Webster Art Club members
that are on display!

Special assistance for people who are
unable to read a book because of a
visual or physical disability
Senior Services/Large Print Librarian Larry Taylor can
guide patrons through the process of registering for a digital
talking book player (provided by New York State Talking
Book and Braille Library) and assist them in downloading
books to listen to. Fiction and non-fiction audiobooks from
BARD ((Braille and Audio Reading Download) can be
downloaded to flash drives and digital cartridges that can
then be borrowed from the library.
Webster patrons can call the reference desk at 585-8727075, ext. 3 to make arrangements for in-person assistance
with Larry.
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Community Events:
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Webster Thomas Players present Cabaret
The Webster Thomas Players present Cabaret, live and in person, on June 17th, 18th and 19th at the
Penfield Amphitheater. Determined to produce a live musical this year, Director Brenda Nitsch has found
a way to bring the Webster Thomas Players back to the stage. Things will look a bit different this year in
order to create a COVID-safe event, including a smaller cast and orchestra, and a new outdoor venue: the
Penfield Amphitheater. Seating will meet distancing requirements and thanks to the vaccine, the small
cast will be able to perform without masks.

Tickets are available now
for all three upcoming
shows:
Thursday, June 17, 2021, 7:30 PM
Friday, June 18, 2021, 7:30 PM
Saturday, June 19, 2021, 7:30 PM
RAIN DATE FOR ALL SHOWS:
Sunday, June 20, 2021, 7:30 PM
Advanced purchase, reserved seats are
$12.00 and available online now at
websterthomasplayers.com/tix.
General admission “bring your own”
lawn chair ($10) or blanket ($25)
options are also available, see details
on the website.
About the Webster Thomas Players:
Webster Thomas High School’s
outstanding annual musical
productions are designed to be a
growth experience for students
interested in any aspect of theatre,
from set design and lighting, to acting
and stage crew.

Brenda Nitsch has directed their last 19 shows. She is joined by Kapil Dass, Choreographer; Amanda Von
Rathonyi, Vocal Director; Heather Watras, Music Director; Justin Gass, Technical Director; and Virginia
Monte, Costume Design.

More information is available on their website: websterthomasplayers.com
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The Rochester Riverside Convention Center is available to walk-ins and has
appointments all week.

They will be administering the Pfizer vaccine, now approved for children ages
12 to 17. The walk-in hours now place an emphasis on afternoon and evening
availability to make the vaccine as accessible as possible.
Visit the County webpage, linked below, for more information on these times
as well as other vaccine opportunities in our community in the coming weeks.
monroecounty.gov/health-covid19-vaccine

To submit community events please email:
Communications@ci.webster.ny.us
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